
 
 

 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held on  
Thursday 17th November 2016 at the Memorial Hall, Dilton Marsh at 7.30 pm  

 
Present: Cllr Irving (Chair), Cllr Johnson, Cllr Harris, Cllr Moody, Cllr Short, Cllr Coutts-Britton, Cllr 
Roberts, Cllr Page, Cllr Howells, Cllr Morland 
 
In attendance: Nicola Duke (Parish Clerk), Cllr Wickham and 2 members of the public. 

 
 

Public Forum  
 

Helen Bolwell - tabled the suggestion of installing a defibrillator in the village and reported on the high 
level of vegetative detritus creating a slippery surface near her residence.  The Chair reported that the 
parish steward had attended and highlighted the increased levels in dog waste.  Cllr Roberts undertook 
to submit a request for the parish steward to attend via the myWiltshire app. It was agreed that Cllr 
Roberts would liaise with the resident regarding the installation of a defibrillator.  
 

AGENDA 
 

2151/16 Apologies for Absence  
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Kathy Hutt. 
 

2152/16 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations to Participate  
There were none.  
 

2153/16 Minutes  
The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 20 October 2016 were 
approved for accuracy and adopted.  Cllr Morland referred to the Dartmoor Road application in 
Westbury and reported he had not yet seen this application on any Wiltshire Council agenda. It 
was confirmed that it had been called in but that he and Cllr Wickham would continue to 
monitor progress.  Cllr Coutts-Britton raised the point that, under Standing Orders, only a 
discussion as to the accuracy of the minutes should take place.  The clerk would add an 
agenda item to enable ‘matters arising’ to be considered elsewhere on the agenda for future 
meetings. 
 

2154/16 Reports 
a) Wiltshire Councillor Jerry Wickham – reported he had had pleasure in attending the 

Remembrance Day service at Dilton Marsh.  He provided an update on the situation 
with the dangerous dogs and reported that the dog warden had a process which needed 
to be followed. He had been informed that the warning notice had been issued and it 
seemed that further incidents had taken place since then, which would result in more 
formal action being taken against the dog owners. Cllr Coutts-Britton tabled some 
additional information, reporting that the dogs were still getting out.  Cllr Wickham 
reassured members that the Wiltshire Council team was following the available process 
to the letter. 

b) Community Policing Team – there had been no report received prior to the meeting. 
c) Community Area Board – the main Area Board had been inquorate and a further 

meeting had been arranged to enable the grants to be allocated.  The next board 
meeting was scheduled to take place on the 8th December 2016.  It was reported that 
there were plans to install a number of defibrillators in the centre of Westbury.  Funds 
were being set aside for this and the parish council was encouraged to see if funding for 
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Dilton Marsh could be applied for.  
d) Community Area Transport Group – the meeting was scheduled for 18th November and 

contained an agenda item related to speed limits at Stormore.  These could not be 
changed due to the housing densities but consideration could be given to installing 
‘slow’ roundels on the road.  It was noted that these would require a contribution from 
the parish council.  
 

2155/16 Planning applications 
 

16/09950/FUL Land at The Avenue, Dilton 
Marsh 

Demolition of redundant garages and 
construction of new private dwelling 
 
Comment: No objection  
 

16/09673/FUL Land at 57 High Street Demolition of redundant shop and 
erection of dwelling attached to 57 High 
St.  Erection of 5 x dwellings (3 x 
detached and 2 x semi-detached).  
Formation of improved 
vehicular/pedestrian access and 
provision of garaging to serve new and 
existing dwellings 
 
Cllr Harris referred to the fact that the 
application stated no trees/hedges were 
to be removed, reporting that they had 
been removed prior to the submission of 
the applicationCllr Morland reported that 
the landowner had been acting lawfully. 
He suggested that, if there was concern 
over this issue, the council could 
request a landscaping scheme although 
this may be difficult given the density of 
the scheme. The applicant had been 
asked about the lack of provision for 
affordable housing and had confirmed 
that the scheme was below the 
threshold required by Wiltshire Council 
for its provision. Cllr Morland spoke 
regarding the conditions which the 
council could request, suggesting that 
the off street parking provided should be 
sufficient and that a landscaping 
scheme should be provided. Members 
did not feel that this would be 
necessary. It was also noted that the 
retail facilities which in the past had 
been provided at the shop were now 
situated at the Fairfield Farm. 
 
Comment: No objection  
 

16/09585/FUL Land at St Marys Lane Detached house and off road parking 
(deferred from previous meeting) 
 
Cllr Morland spoke regarding the 
provision of off road parking and 



commented that it would be undesirable 
for additional on street parking to 
become necessary should provision not 
be made for two sets of off road 
parking. It was noted that the 
application would remove the off street 
parking available for the neighbouring 
property.  
 
Comment: No objection, subject to 
the parking provision levels being 
maintained. 
 

 
a) To agree the comments to be sent to Wiltshire Council in respect of any planning 

applications received after 10 November 2016 – none had been received. 
b) To consider any other planning matter – Cllr Morland mentioned that there was a formal 

consultation underway on changes to the Chippenham DPD, which was in the same 
housing market area as the parish and would therefore have an influence on what was 
permitted in the area. The housing land supply statement for 2016 was published on 1 
November and was a crucial document in terms of what may be permitted on Greenfield 
sites. On 13 December Cabinet at Wiltshire Council would be considering the Wiltshire 
sites allocation DPD, which would set in motion a consultation. This was the process to 
begin incorporating the SHLAA’s as part of the settlements, which would allocate 
additional housing to areas like Dilton Marsh and Bratton. The Chair spoke regarding 
the CIL relating to the new development and it was noted that 15% of the total fund 
would be allocated for the parish council. Cllr Wickham confirmed that this fund should 
be allocated paid to the parish council.  

 

2156/16 Planning decisions, appeals and enforcements  
The below listed planning and enforcement decisions, notices and updates were noted: 
 

15/12711/FUL 
 

Brook Hall, North 
Bradley 

Alterations to existing outbuildings 
as two residential holiday let units 
(1no. two-bed and 1no. four-bed) 
and an office. Outbuildings are 
within curtilage of Grade II-listed 
main house 

Pending 
 
 
 
 
 
 

16/00084/LBC 
 

Brook Hall, North 
Bradley 
 

As above Pending 

15/12551/OUT 
 

Land at Westbury 
Sailing Lake, 
Station Road, 
Westbury 

Hybrid planning application 
seeking outline planning 
permission for the erection of up to 
300 dwellings etc. 
 

Awaiting detail 
on s106 
agreement 

15/05847/FUL The Old School  
151 High Street 
 

Variation of condition 5 relating to 
various amendments 

Approval with 
conditions 

 



2157/16 Finance  
a) A report from the Clerk on the current financial position had been circulated to members 

and was noted. Cllr Coutts-Britton asked whether the council was still on course for 
£17,00 plus carry forward at year end.  The clerk would provide a report. The Chair and 
Clerk reported on the current IT situation highlighting the risks and issues with the 
current external hard drive.  It was agreed that the clerk would provide further 
information and detailed costs for consideration at the December meeting.  

b) The below listed Council expenditure was approved (proposed Cllr Day, seconded Cllr 
Moody): 

 

Clerks Salary  November 2016 £437.80 

Clerks expenses  November 2016 £42.55 

HMRC PAYE November 2016 £109.60 

Dilton Marsh Memorial Hall  Hall hire October 2016 £25.00 

Fossway Printers  Dilton News printing £72.50 
 

2158/16 Highways and Environment  
a) Highway and environment projects – Kirsty Rose (Wiltshire Council) had provided an 

update on the Clivey scheme reporting that after the work it would not prove necessary 
to reinstall the post and rail fence.  This was as the verge between the footway and 
ditch was proving to be sufficient. Members commented that the road remained closed 
and work appeared to be slow. The Chair undertook to voice these concerns. It was 
reported that the Tower Hill work would still go ahead, although with a few tweaks to the 
plan.  

b) Cllr Roberts – reported that the pothole on the High St was being monitored by Wiltshire 
Council; that the issue relating to the street lights by the school needed to be reported to 
the Area Board and the location would be re-confirmed with Wiltshire Council; the 
pothole at the chicane had been added to the work programme and Wiltshire Council 
had confirmed it had taken note not to use The Hollow as an alternative route. Cllr 
Paige reported on access issues experienced there and on parking at St Marys Lane, 
which was dangerous and inappropriate.  This occurred at school dropping off and 
picking up times. The problem was therefore being pushed further away from the 
school.  Cllr Roberts asked for feedback on the option of making The Hollow one way 
and concern was expressed as to how this would affect residents. The Chair undertook 
to restate the ongoing issue with The Hollow at CATG in order to discuss options for 
example, creating passing places. Cllr Short clarified the location of the layby at Clivey 
and the issues with parked cars and fallen leaves resulting from overhanging trees 
which were also obscuring the lamp, which Cllr Roberts would report onwards.   Cllr 
Harris reported that she was in receipt of costs for the SID batteries and would provide 
details to the clerk.  Melksham Without Parish Council had reported it would not be 
calibrating the SID initially, but would operate the unit first.  The next step would be to 
liaise with Westbury Town Council (WTC). It was noted the new caretaker at Westbury 
Town Council was qualified to install the unit.  WTC would expect proportional 
reimbursement for its staff to carry out this work. The Chair stated that it was now 
necessary to agree some protocols for sharing the unit with WTC. Cllr Harris would re-
establish contact. It had been agreed that the parish would have approximately 8 weeks 
use per year.  It was noted that some of the other neighbouring parishes who had 
signed up to use the unit had now pulled out.  

c) Matters needing attention – there was nothing additional.  
d) Bollards at Shepherd’s Mead – members had considered the option to install bollards to 

address issues relating to inappropriate parking at the October meeting. Cllr Harris 
reported that she had received a positive comment from a resident.  The Chair 
confirmed her understanding that the land in question was maintained by Wiltshire 
Council. The Chair suggested that more consultation was required before the issue was 
taken to the CATG. Members discussed the less intrusive option of expanding planting 
at the location. It was agreed that the Clerk would establish land ownership prior to any 
further action being taken and the item would be added as an agenda item for the 



December meeting. Cllr Roberts would provide the Clerk with details as to the exact 
location. Cllr Morland highlighted the need to make timely applications to CATG.  Cllr 
Roberts would take this forward. The Chair would establish at CATG whether any 
funding could be allocated to the SID. 

 

2159/16 Playing Field 
Cllr Harris reported that there had been a meeting with RAPID and an open meeting was being 
planned for 21 January 2017 to show plans for the playground and the linear area.  Fundraising 
would be incorporated into this event.  

a) Development of a management plan for the Playing Field – the Chair provided the 
background to this agenda item and reported on the necessity of formalising an 
inspection regime. It was also necessary to look at how the moss and algae growth on 
the equipment could be removed.  The clerk reported on the requirements of a model 
inspection and recording regime and it was agreed that the clerk would undertake this 
and report monthly to the parish council. The clerk would investigate the provision of 
some free training for members and it was agreed that Cllrs Harris, Johnson and 
Howells would undertake this.  In the meantime it was resolved that the Clerk would 
commence the regime immediately. It was resolved that the clerk should use delegated 
authority to address the moss issue as it constituted a health and safety issue. It was 
agreed that it was necessary to inspect the trees at the Firs and an annual inspection 
would be established. Cllr Coutts-Britton reported that there had been a meeting with 
the Tree Officer and environmental officer and that no work could be carried out at the 
Firs without specific permission from Wiltshire Council.   

b) Removal of vegetation along the top drainage channels – the previous Clerk had 
reminded the council that this needed to be cleared regularly and had suggested we ask 
the grass cutting contractor to undertake this. It was noted that the membrane also 
required regular maintenance as there was a sub- surface build-up of vegetation which 
was reducing the width of the French drain. Cllr Paige reported that this should be 
sprayed regularly before the growing season.  It was agreed that this would be added to 
the work schedule of the parish council contractor.  

 

2160/16 Council Reports 
a) The Chairman – thanked members for the work undertaken to clear the war memorial 

prior to Remembrance Sunday.  The Chair confirmed with Cllr Roberts that he had 
hundreds of bulbs ready for collection for planting. The W.I had undertaken to do some 
planting. It was agreed that a notice would be put in Dilton News to state that the bulbs 
are now available and residents should contact Cllr Roberts to collect them.  It would 
also be stated that the bulbs had been kindly donated by Mole Valley Farmers. An 
update was also given on the planned noticeboard on the grass verge before the turning 
into Park Road and it was agreed that the clerk would provide some options and costs 
for the December meeting.   

b) Members : 
a. Cllr Moody – reported that Jeff Miles had retired from the Village Hall Committee 

and an emergency meeting was scheduled for 28 November.  
b. Cllr Roberts – was pleased to see a police presence near the school recently. 
c. Cllr Howell – stated he liked the new layout for agendas and minutes. 
d. Cllr Harris – new signs and overlays had been obtained for the re-launched 

Neighbourhood Watch. The cost for overlays was £3.50 each. Cllr Harris would 
provide some copy for the Dilton News. 

e. Cllr Short – drew attention to the planning report in Dilton News which included 
an error on the parish council’s agreed responses.  

c) The Clerk – no report. 
 

2161/16 Correspondence  

 British Telecom re: consultation on proposals for payphone kiosk removals (previously 
circulated) – members discussed options and potential uses for a redundant kiosk and it 
was agreed to include information on this issue in Dilton News and request residents’ 



feedback.  The clerk would place the item on the agenda for December so that this 
could be reconsidered.  

 Scottish and Southern Energy re: winter readiness and priority services leaflet – it was 
agreed to include information on this in Dilton News and obtain some leaflets for 
distribution around the parish.  

 

2162/16 Meeting schedule  
The next  meeting was scheduled for Thursday 15 December 2016 at 7.30pm 
 

 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.30 pm. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

DILTON MARSH PARISH COUNCIL  
 
 

Actions PC Meeting – 17 November 2016 
 
 

Public Forum  Liaise with Mrs Bolwell regarding installation of a defibrillator  Cllr Roberts  

Public Forum Submit request to parish steward to clear rubbish near Mrs 
Bolwell’s property  

Cllr Roberts 

2153/16 Add an agenda item for Matters Arising to standard agenda Clerk  

2155/16 Submit planning application comments  Clerk  

2157/16 Report on the expected ‘carry forward’ budget position  Clerk  

2157/16 Issue payments  Clerk  

2157/16 Report on IT options to December meeting  Clerk  

2158/16 Raise concern over continued closure of Clivey  Chair 

2158/16 Raise issues at The Hollow at CATG 
Establish whether CATG funding can be used for SID  

Chair  

2158/16 Report issue at Clivey lay by to Parish Steward Cllr Roberts  

2158/16 Liaise with Westbury Town Council re: use of SID Cllr Harris  

2158/16 Parking at Shepherds Mead  Clerk  
Cllr Roberts to 
provide details 
of exact location  

2159/16 Establish appropriate H&S inspection regime at play area  
Add monthly agenda item to report to Council  
Arrange for moss and algae clearance at play area  

Clerk 

2159/16 Investigate free training for play area inspections  Clerk  

2159/16 Add inspection/maintenance of The Firs to next agenda  Clerk  

2159/16 Arrange for contractor to carry out maintenance work at the 
drainage channels in playing field  

Clerk  

2160/16 Information re bulbs into Dilton News  Clerk  

2160/16 Costed options for notice board to December meeting  Clerk  

2160/16 Neighbourhood Watch – copy for Dilton News Cllr Harris  

2161/16 BT Consultation – information in Dilton News and add as 
agenda item for December  

Clerk  

2161/16 Obtain leaflets on SSE priority service for distribution around 
the village and include piece in Dilton News  

Clerk  

 
 
 
 


