
 

 

   

 

 

 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 20th July 2017 at the 

Memorial Hall, Dilton Marsh at 7.30 pm.   
 

Present: Cllr Irving (Chair), Cllr Short, Cllr Harris, Cllr Hutt, Cllr Morland, Cllr Howells, Cllr Jarvis, Cllr Middleton, 
Cllr Johnson, Cllr Page 
 
In attendance: Nicola Duke (Parish Clerk), Wiltshire Councillor J Wickham, Kirsty Rose (Wiltshire Council) and 11 
members of the public. 

 
 

Public Forum  
Cllr J Wickham – spoke to the proposals for traffic management at Tower Hill, providing context and background 
to the project.  
 
Kirsty Rose (Engineer, Wiltshire Council) – spoke to the proposed plans for traffic management at Tower Hill. 
There would be a pedestrian footpath provided at carriageway level and this would be marked out. There was 
improved crossing at the bottom of Tower Hill.  She reported that the plans provided a safer route for pedestrians 
and would address the issues with speeding vehicles.  In response to a question, Mrs Rose confirmed that there 
would be no change to the speed limit as the area was unlikely to meet the necessary criteria.  It was also 
confirmed that it was the view of Wiltshire Council that the speeding was due to the current placement of the 
chicanes and that the red painted pedestrian footpath being proposed was well respected by drivers elsewhere 
in the county. It was confirmed that a metro count had taken place within the last two years.  Cllr Page noted that 
the chicane by the railway bridge had previously been lower down, as was now proposed. It was confirmed that it 
had been moved further back in order to provide access to a field.  Kirsty Rose confirmed that whilst the 
carriageway was adopted highway the structure belonged to Network Rail, who would not allow for a footway to 
be constructed adjacent to the bridge. The construction of any footway was reported to be difficult due to the 
narrowness of the carriageway. A previous plan had allowed for single lane traffic through the chicanes but this 
had been rejected due to residents’ concerns over their vehicle access and egress.  Intermittent bollards had 
been considered but to remove more would be detrimental to road safety as it would create confusion for drivers. 
A resident raised concern that an Audi which was parked on the road sometimes blocked the cycle path forcing 
cyclists into the road. The installation of a zebra crossing was proposed and Mrs Rose confirmed that this would 
not meet the criteria required of 15 crossings per hour.  Cllr Howells expressed the view that the plan might be 
acceptable with some tweaks but was not acceptable as it stood.  The Chair sought a consensus view from those 
attending, which supported the comment made by Cllr Howells.  Mrs Rose stated that she was prepared to look 
at the plan again but, given the engineering and highways constraints being faced, it was unlikely that major 
alterations which would satisfy all parties would be found. The Chair suggested that residents conferred with Mrs 
Rose to take this forward. Cllr Wickham confirmed that this would be acceptable and the funds would remain ring 
fenced.  The Chair confirmed that the parish council would consider the proposals again once a final plan which 
had majority support had been developed.  

 
 

2260 Apologies for absence 
There were none. 
 

2261 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations to Participate  
There were none.  
 

2262 Co-option of Parish Councillors  
The clerk reported that an expression of interest had been received from Mr Denner, who was 
in attendance at the meeting.  The clerk would follow up on this interest post meeting.  
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2263 Minutes  
The minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held on 15th June 2017 were approved for 
accuracy and adopted (proposed Cllr Short, seconded Cllr Jarvis). 
 

2264 Parish Council reports 

 Wiltshire Councillor Jerry Wickham - reported that Wiltshire Council commenced a 
consultation on the Housing Site Allocations plan which was running for 10 weeks.  It 
did not affect Dilton Marsh parish but was the whole basis for where the Council would 
be looking to place development in the future. The Core Strategy had detailed1,655 
houses for the Westbury Area, with 1,500 for the town and the remainder for the 
villages.  Westbury had already met its allocation and the remainder had been allocated 
for development within the larger villages.  It was noted that there had been 
development in Dilton Marsh but the settlement boundary was set and would not be 
moved. There would therefore be no changes in Dilton Marsh. The housing numbers 
required were noted to be the absolute minimum. Cllr Wickham also reported that he 
had attended the planning meeting for the application at Cuckoos Rest, which had been 
granted but with significant conditions. The clerk provided an update for Cllr Wickham 
on the grant application to the Area Board, reporting that the parish council would be 
determining which application would be made once the final funding application for the 
play area had been determined and the shortfall for the project, if any, could be 
confirmed.  Cllr Middleton asked Cllr Wickham to feed back to Wiltshire Council the 
significant Westbury traffic issue, which was not being properly addressed at a strategic 
level and was creating the issues such as those seen at Tower Hill and Clivey. Cllr 
Wickham reported that strategic issues were being given consideration but that the only 
way to improve matters was to consider a bypass measure. He reported that there was 
increasing support for 20 mph speed limit outside of schools, which he suggested the 
parish council could consider as it might have an impact on the High Street. Cllr Harris 
reported that the level of traffic through the High St was already unbearable, and that 
this would only worsen with the planned development in Westbury. Issues with the A36 
junction were discussed and it was noted that this was the responsibility of Highways 
England.  Cllr Wickham undertook to feed back the concerns regarding the overgrown 
hedges to Highways England.  

 Community Policing Team – the report had been circulated to members with the agenda 
papers. Cllr Harris reported that she had attended a BA13 meeting and there was now a 
new line management structure for Speed Watch which was being rolled out.  More 
speed watch volunteers were being sought. The crime figures for April and May were 
reported.  

 Community Area Board – the meeting for August had been cancelled.  Cllr Wickham 
reported that there had been correspondence about the timing of the meetings, with a 
view to avoiding a scheduling clash. 

 Community Area Transport Group – Cllr Morland had attended but there had been 
nothing pertinent to Dilton Marsh.  
 

2265 Planning applications 
a) To resolve the Council’s comments on applications received and not previously 

responded to as listed below – there had been none at time of agenda issue. 
 

b) To agree the comments to be sent to Wiltshire Council in respect of any planning 
applications received after 12 July 2017: 
 

17/06200/FUL Land between 8 and 10 St 
Mary’s Lane, Dilton 
Marsh, BA13 4BL 

Proposed two storey 
dwelling 
No objection 



 

 

17/06225/FUL  Penleigh Mill Cottage 
Fairwood Road, Dilton 
Marsh, BA13 3SN 

Demolition of part of 
existing farmyard barns 
and stores and 
construction of new double 
garage and adjacent car 
port 
No objection 
 

 
Cllr Hutt referred to a prior notification relating to Red Pit House,1 Stormore 
(17/06483/PNEX).  The clerk would liaise with the Local Planning Authority regarding 
this and provide members with the information to enable comment to be made.  
 

c) Members received and considered for comment the Wiltshire Council Draft Housing Site 
Allocations Plan (previously circulated), noting the comments made by Wiltshire 
Councillor Wickham under his report. The dates of the consultation period were noted, 
with it being noted the deadline for comment was 22nd September 2017. Cllr Morland 
spoke to the item, suggesting that the extensions to the boundaries needed to be 
understood.  The allocation for the Westbury rural area was primarily the proposal for 40 
dwellings at Bratton but sites around Dilton Marsh had also been considered although 
not selected.  It was agreed that members would look into this further and provide 
comments to the clerk for collation and submission prior to the consultation deadline.  
 

d) Members received and considered correspondence from Wiltshire Council re: electronic 
planning consultations (previously circulated), which was noted. Cllr Morland expressed 
the view that this was unlawful and would be difficult for effective consultation. It was 
confirmed that the clerk would investigate the option of projecting plans at the meetings. 

 

2266 Planning decisions, appeals and enforcements  
Members noted the planning and enforcement decisions, notices and updates as listed: 
 

17/01314/VAR Land at Westbury 
Sailing Lake  
Station Road  
Westbury  

Variation of condition 4 reducing public open 
space on planning application 15/12551/OUT for 
the erection of up to 300 dwellings 
 
Approved  

17/02139/FUL 1 Park Road  
Dilton Marsh  

Retrospective planning application for the erection 
of a wooden workshop and hard standing area  
 
Approved with conditions 

17/01394/FUL  Cuckoos Rest 
28 Fairwood Road  

Revised touring pitch layout and with additional 5 
pitches giving 20 in total. Resiting and design of 4 
approved timber lodges. Revised siting and 
design of approved Managers House. New timber 
café/office building and new toilet block. Proposed 
path/jogging track south of the lake and relocation 
of temporary Managers House. 
 
Approved with conditions 
Cllr Morland reported that the main condition had 
been to remove the permitted development rights 
for the site, which would limit the number of 
pitches to 20. 

 
 



 

 

2267 Finance  
a) Members received and noted the financial report as at June 2017: 

 

     

     

 

Dilton Marsh Parish Council - Financial Statement   
 

     
Dilton Marsh Parish Council 

   
     Treasurers Account Balance as at 28 April 2017 

  
31405.25 

     INCOME  

    

 
Nil 

   

    
  

  

TOTAL 
 

31405.25 

     Deduct Cheques presented 

   

     1541 N Duke - expenses 43.72 
  1539 Memorial Hall - hall hire  25.00 
  1540 N Duke - salary 437.80 
  1542 HMRC - PAYE  109.60 
  1543 Aspire Defence - Dilton News printing  40.43 
  

  
TOTAL 656.55 30748.70 

     Treasurers Account Balance as at 25 May 2017 

  
30748.70 

     Unpresented Cheques 

   

     1544 Memorial Hall - hall hire  25.00     

1545 BT Payphones - transfer of kiosk  1.00 
  

     

     

     

     

  

TOTAL 26.00 26.00 

     Cash book Balance at 25 May 2017 

  

30722.70 

     

     30 Day Account 

   Balance at 28 April 2017 

 

20235.35 

 

     INCOME  

    

 
Interest 

 
0.80   

  

TOTAL: 0.00 20236.15 

     DEDUCTIONS   
   

 

None 
 

0.00 
 

  
TOTAL: 0.00 

 

     Balance at 9 May 2017 

  

20236.15 

     

     

 
Total funds held in DMPC accounts as at 25 May 2017: 

 

50984.85 



 

 

 
Less unpresented cheques 

  

26.00 

 
Total funds available as at 25 May 2017: 

  

50958.85 

  
 

b) Members approved the Council expenditure as listed below (proposed Cllr Irving, 
seconded Cllr Middleton). 

c) Members received an update on the bank signatory arrangements and approved the 
signature of the required ‘Board of Resolution’ and previously agreed Standing Order 
mandates (proposed Cllr Middleton, seconded Cllr Jarvis). 

 

Payee Detail and statutory power Amount Chq no 

N Duke 
Clerks Salary  

July 2017 
LGA 1972 s 112 

£437.80 1562 

N Duke  
Clerks expenses  

July 2017 
LGA 1972 s 112 

£43.72 1563 

HMRC PAYE July 2017 
LGA 1972 s 112 

£109.60 1564 

Aspire Defence Advance payment May  issue Dilton News 
LGA 1972 s 111 

£40.43 1565 

Dilton Marsh 
Memorial Hall 

Hall hire June 2017 
LGA 1972 s 133 

£25.00 1566 

 
 

2268 Highways and Environment  
a) To note any progress on highway and environment projects – work had been done at 

The Hollow and reinforced palisade fencing had been installed at the first bridge after 
Penleigh.  

b) Members considered proposals for traffic management works at Tower Hill, which had 
been discussed in open forum with the agreement that residents would liaise further 
with Wiltshire Council to develop a plan which the majority of residents would accept.  
Cllr Morland sought clarification as to the detail on the plan, which was given. The 
improved pedestrian crossing was noted and welcomed. It was confirmed that there 
would be no change to the weight limit.  It was also confirmed that no financial 
contribution was being sought from the parish council.  

c) Members considered appointing a Highways and Traffic Working Group (referred from 
the June meeting) and the clerk suggested that this work could be covered by the 
existing Neighbourhood Planning group.  This was agreed and the Neighbourhood 
Planning group was asked to look at how traffic and transport issues could be taken 
forward. 

d) To note any matters needing attention and to agree the actions necessary – Cllr Harris 
reported that people were parking closer and closer to the junction by the Church and 
this had been reported to the police.  Advice had been given that Wiltshire Council 
should be approached to look at installing double yellow lines for a short stretch.  Cllr 
Middleton would incorporate this in the school ‘travel plan’ and circulate to members. 
 

2269 Parish Projects  
The clerk provided updates on current projects as below: 

a) Dilton Marsh Play Area – the clerk reported that the final confirmation on the amount 
granted by ‘Awards for All’ was expected by the end of the month.   

b) Resurfacing of Alan Powell Lane – the work was scheduled for completion on Friday 
21st July 2017. 

c) BT telephone box – the telephone box had now been transferred and added to the 
parish council’s insurance schedule at an annual additional cost of £30. 

d) Clivey footpath – the work to remove the telegraph pole was scheduled for Friday 21st 
July 2017. 



 

 

e) Petticoat Lane sign – Wiltshire Council had confirmed that the parish steward would 
attend to this at his next visit. 

f) Neighbourhood Planning – the group was scheduled to meet on Tuesday 25th July 2017 
and a report would be issued to members thereafter. 

 

2270 Council Reports 
To receive reports from: 

a) The Chairman – reported that consideration would be given to the bulb planting for the 
next season and it was hoped to start the planting process from September. This would 
be added to the agenda for the September meeting.  

b) Members: 
Cllr Jarvis – asked why the council recessed in August and it was confirmed that this 
was traditional and due to holiday arrangements.   
Cllr Morland – stated it was unlikely that sufficient people would be away to make a 
meeting inquorate and that, if sufficient business dictated, a meeting should be called.  
Cllr Harris – reported that a resident had reported overgrown trees at 88 High Street, 
which were in a poor condition.  She also reported that there was a mini motorbike 
which had started using the playing field.  It was noted that these incidences would be 
reported to the policy as anti-social behavior. 
Cllr Hutt – suggested that information could be given regarding the new play equipment 
at the village fete in September.  She congratulated the village on its good presentation. 
Cllr Short -  reported that Jeremy Olley, 3 Clivey had been cutting a substantial amount 
of the verge at Clivey on a regular basis and it was agreed that the clerk would write to 
express the parish council’s thanks. 

c) The Clerk – nothing additional to report.  
 

2271 Correspondence  
Mr Weare re: the trees at The Firs – it was agreed to obtain quotations for a management plan 
of required tree work.  It was agreed to approach Acer, Mr Gunther and Mr Ayres. The clerk 
would inform Mr Weare accordingly and add to the agenda for the September meeting. It was 
noted that the council would need to liaise with Wiltshire Council to obtain the necessary 
permission for any required tree work.  
 

2272 Meeting schedule  
The date and time of the next meeting was noted as Thursday 21st September 2017 at 
7.30pm.  It was noted that the parish council would recess in August.  
 

 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.45 pm. 


