
 
 

 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Parish Council held on Thursday 19th January 2017 
 at the Memorial Hall, Dilton Marsh at 7.30 pm.  

 
Present: Cllr A Irving (Chair), Cllr J Moody, Cllr F Morland, Cllr A Coutts-Britton, Cllr S Harris, Cllr K Hutt, Cllr W 
Johnson, Cllr M Roberts, Cllr J Short, Cllr A Page 
 
In attendance: Nicola Duke (Parish Clerk) and 4 members of the public 

 
Public Forum 
 
Mr Bray – raised the issue of lack of lighting at School Lane, which had been an issue for some time and residents 
were finding it very dark.  The Chair reported that there had been some confusion as to the ownership of the 
broken light and it was agreed this issue would be discussed under Highways on the agenda. Mr Bray also 
mentioned that the street cleaner had informed him his work was timed and reported by GPS and his visits 
seemed to be less frequent.  During 2016 there had been no visit down The Hollow.   
 
Mr Bolwell – referred to the planning application for Land at the Avenue and stated that the landowner had sold 
the land for the garages to West Wilts Council on the understanding that no houses were to built on the land in the 
future.  He thought that the paperwork relating to this agreement was lodged with Pinniger Finch solicitors in 
Westbury.   
 
Mrs Bolwell – referred to a report in the Dilton News stating that Selwood Housing had not allowed parking in the 
Circle however, this was inaccurate as parking had in fact got worse at school run time. Parking on the High 
Street was also awkward due to parking on the roadside at night.  In some instances the cars were parked close 
to the turning.  Mrs Bulwell also asked whether the footpath from her house to the school could be attended to as 
there was a lot of overgrown vegetation.  It was agreed that this would be added to the list for the Parish Steward.  
 

16/2177 Apologies for Absence  
Cllr Howells had sent apologies for absence, which were accepted.  
 

16/2178 Declarations of Interest and Dispensations to Participate  
There were none.  
 

16/2179 Minutes  
The minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council held on 15 December 2016 were 
approved for accuracy and adopted (proposed Cllr Short, seconded Cllr Roberts).  
 

16/2180 Matters Arising  
Cllr Harris reported on matters relating to the playing field which it was agreed would be dealt with 
later in the agenda. 
 

16/2181 Reports 
Reports were received from: 

a) Wiltshire Councillor Jerry Wickham – Cllr Wickham reported that a recent incident of fly 
tipping in the parish had been reported and had now cleared.  Work was still underway in 
planning for the change of road layout at Tower Hill.  It was confirmed that CATG were able to 
contribute to the planned work at Redpit but would require some match funding from the 
parish council. This would provide some road markings at an approximate cost of £1,000. The 
Chair expressed some concern that CATG did not communicate directly with the parish 
council.  Cllr Wickham accepted this point and undertook to send an email to the Clerk to 
confirm the details of the Redpit proposal. The Chair referred to the street light at the end of 
School Lane as reported in the public forum and submitted a request for the installation of an 
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additional standard light at the end of the lane.  Cllr Wickham would take this forward. It was 
agreed that an issue would be logged with the myWiltshire app. Cllr Harris raised the potential 
of the extension of the 30 mph speed limit and Cllr Wickham stated his view that the current 
limits were in the wrong place and should be taken further back out.  Wiltshire Council criteria 
provided that this could only be considered if there was a material change.  Cllr Harris 
clarified that she was referring to the centre of the village and it was confirmed that legislation 
provided that with 3 or more street lights less than 200m apart a speed limit of 30 mph was 
designated. This meant that the options were either roundels or repeaters.  

b) Community Policing Team – the report had been previously circulated and was noted. There 
had been three criminal offences reported in Dilton Marsh.  The Chair reminded residents of 
the importance of locking out buildings. 

c) Community Area Board – The Chair reported that she, Cllr Harris and Cllr Hutt had attended 
the Westbury Town Council meeting to protest against ts plans for a community governance 
review.  The plans meant that the Town Council would acquire land on the parish side of the 
Biss Brook going towards Tower Hill.  This was the part where the rural buffer zone was at its 
narrowest.  Members were extremely concerned at these proposals.  The vote to proceed at 
Westbury Town Council had been narrowly passed. Cllr Wickham reported that this would 
need to be sent to Full Council at Wiltshire Council for approval but stated the view that the 
argument being submitted was illogical as the revised boundary only followed part of the 
Mane Way.  Cllr Morland declared that he was a member of Westbury Town Council. Cllr 
Morland noted that the community governance review process was a slow one and any 
formal review would not be commenced by Wiltshire Council until after the elections in May 
2017, noting that community governance reviews in other areas had taken a number of years 
to reach conclusion.  

d) Community Area Transport Group – Cllr Morland raised two issues – Westbury Town 
Council’s planned community governance review which would move the rural buffer to its 
control.  Cllr Wickham asked for any information to be provided which could support him in 
dealing with this.  The other issue reported was the situation with Alan Powell Lane following 
the sale of the Cuff land and the fact the vendor believed there was a right of access to the 
land.  Cllr Page stated that the new farmer had no intention of selling the agricultural land 
down from Alan Powell Lane.  The Chair gave an update of actions from CATG and 
confirmed the information relating to plans for work to Redpit. It was noted that the issue of a 
contribution from the parish council would be an agenda item for the February agenda. It was 
reported that Redpit was an unadopted road and this was noted. Cllr Irving proposed that the 
plans for Redpit were approved and this was seconded by Cllr Moody. Following debate the 
matter was put to the vote and resolved. The clerk would take this forward with Kirsty Rose at 
Wiltshire Council.  
 

16/2182 Planning applications 
a) There had been no planning applications. 
b) There were no additional planning applications requiring consideration. 
c) To consider any other planning matter – the below matters were raised: 

a. Land at the Avenue – members noted the information given in the public forum 
regarding the covenant on the garage land. Cllr Morland noted that the application had 
now been determined and that covenants were not a planning matter but a matter for 
the private landowners. It was agreed that the clerk would send a note to the planning 
department at Wiltshire Council to ensure they were aware of this issue.  

b. Alan Powell Lane – the Chair reported that a notice had been erected regarding loose 
dogs and sheep.  Cllr Page reported that the new owners were not keeping sheep 
there and confirmed that the notice was an old sign likely to be visible as the 
vegetation had now been cut back. Cllr Morland had obtained the Land Registry 
documents and stated he did not feel it was a planning issue.  

c. Shed/Building erected in garden at 1 Park Road – Cllr Harris reported on a newly 
erected building which she had been informed would be garaging but was clearly not.  
The building had a wood burner installed and it was queried whether this needed 
planning permission.  A resident confirmed that this was to be a workshop. Cllr 
Morland confirmed that the only way to proceed was to ask the enforcement officer 
whether the building was in order.  This was agreed.  



d. Top of the Hollow at the junction at Hisomley on the B3098 – Cllr Page reported a 
building had been erected in the wood 100 yds. along the road on the right hand side.  
This would also be raised with the enforcement team at Wiltshire Council.  

 

16/2183 Planning decisions, appeals and enforcements  
Members noted the planning and enforcement decisions, notices and updates as listed below: 
 

15/12551/OUT 
 

Land at Westbury 
Sailing Lake, 
Station Road, 
Westbury 

Hybrid planning application 
seeking outline planning 
permission for the erection of up to 
300 dwellings etc. 

Approve with 
conditions 

16/09585/FUL Land at St Mary’s 
Lane  

Proposed detached house and off 
road parking 

Approve with 
conditions 
 

16/09550/FUL Land at The 
Avenue  

Demolition of redundant garages 
and construction of new private 
dwelling  

Approve with 
conditions 

 
 

16/2184 Finance  
a) A report from the Clerk on the current financial position had been circulated to members with 

the agenda papers and as copied below and was noted: 
 
 

 

Dilton Marsh Parish Council - Financial Statement   
 

     
Dilton Marsh Parish Council 

   
     Treasurers Account Balance as at 28 October 2016 

  
23302.85 

     INCOME  Nil  
   

    
  

  
TOTAL 

 
23302.85 

     Deduct Cheques presented 
   

     1500 Grant Thornton External Audit fees 360.00 
  1506 HMRC Month 7 134.60 
  1501 Roger Coleman - clerk expenses 86.36 
  1502 Nicola Duke - clerk expenses  41.70 
  1509 Poppy Appeal - RBL donation  75.00 
  1504 Play Safety - RoSPA inspection play area  79.80 
  1507 Nicola Duke - salary September/October 2016 539.12 
  1505 St Johns Communication Centre - printing Dilton News  74.29 
  1511 HMRC Month 8 109.60 
  1514 Fosseway Press - printing Dilton News  72.50 
  

   
    

     

     

     

     

  

 
TOTAL 1572.97 21729.88 

     Treasurers Account Balance as at 29 November 2016 
  

21729.88 

     



Unpresented Cheques 
   1503 Memorial Hall - hall hire  25.00 

  1508 Cllr Harris - expenses  22.96 
  1510 N Duke - salary  437.80 
  1512 N Duke - expenses  42.55 
  1513 Memorial Hall - hall hire  25.00 
  

     

   
    

  
TOTAL 553.31 553.31 

     Cash book Balance at 29 November 2016 
  

21176.57 

     

     Accounts due for payment -January 2017 
   

     

 
Clerks salary January 2017 437.80 

  

 
Clerks expenses January 2017 83.51 

  

 
HMRC PAYE 109.60 

  

 
Aspire Defence - printing Dilton News 38.76 

  

 
Memorial Hall - hall hire  25.00 

  

     

   
    

  
TOTAL 694.67 

 

     30 Day Account 
   

Balance at 28 October 2016 
 

20230.3
0 

 

     INCOME  
    

 
Interest 

 
0.83   

  
TOTAL: 0.00 20231.13 

     DEDUCTIONS 
    

 

None 
 

0.00 
 

  
TOTAL: 0.00 

 

     Balance at 9 November 2016 
  

20231.13 

     

     

 
Total funds held in DMPC accounts as at 29 November 2016: 

  

41961.01 

 
Less unpresented cheques 

  

553.31 

 
Total funds available as at 29 November 2016: 

  

41407.70 

  
b) The below listed Council expenditure was approved (proposed Cllr Harris, seconded Cllr 

Irving). It was agreed that Cllr Hutt would be added as a bank signatory given that the council 
currently only had two. 

 

Clerks Salary  January 2017 £437.80 

Clerks expenses  January 2017 £54.04 

HMRC PAYE January 2017 £109.60 

Aspire Defence Advance payment January issue Dilton News £40.43 

Dilton Marsh 
Memorial Hall 

Hall hire December 2016 £25.00 

Dilton Marsh 
Flower and 
Handicraft Show 

Grant for hire of hall for Flower Show  £84.00 



 
 

c) Members considered the draft budget and precept options for 2017/2018, which had been 
circulated with the agenda papers. The clerk outlined the information relating to the council 
tax base.  Cllr Coutts- Britton spoke to the history of the precept over recent years and it was 
noted that funds previously precepted for leisure had been taken up by the litigation costs 
incurred due to flooding at the recreation area.  He further noted that the council was free of 
restraint in its precept setting abilities and suggested that members consider reinstating the 
amount previously allocated to leisure.  Cllr Morland spoke regarding the reduction in the 
council tax base, which had also occurred in Westbury.  He had been told by a fellow 
Wiltshire councillor that Wiltshire Council had made a mistake in the council tax base figures. 
He also asked whether there was any allowance for election expenses and the clerk reported 
that it was her understanding that as Wiltshire Council was also holding elections no charge 
would be made to town and parish councils. Cllr Morland also confirmed that the parish 
council would not be subject to capping for 2017/18 and noted that those councils subjected 
to capping were limited to a 2% increase. It was noted that £10,000 had been allocated to 
capital projects and members did not feel this figure was any less than in previous years. Cllr 
Morland proposed that the parish council set a precept with a 2% increase, which was 
calculated to be an overall precept of £27,915. This would represent a Band D equivalent of 
£40.65. The proposal was second by Cllr Irving and resolved. Cllr Harris raised the issue of 
training and it was agreed that the clerk would ascertain what training was available from 
WALC.  

 

16/2185 Highways and Environment  
a) To note any progress on highway and environment projects – this had already been covered. 
b) To note any matters needing attention and to agree the actions necessary – it was agreed 

that the additional light required for School Lane which was to be reported via the myWiltshire 
app would also be the subject of a CATG application for funding, which the clerk would 
submit. The Chair raised the subject of the parking on the High St and suggested it was a 
police matter.  The clerk would report the issue to the PCSO as the police were already 
looking at St Mary’s Lane.  The Chair spoke regarding the Parish Steward scheme and 
reported that the steward had asked for a list of tasks to be provided each month.  Cllr 
Roberts would submit the list of required work and priorities on a monthly basis. It was agreed 
that the Clerk would obtain the details of the parish steward, the dates of the visit and a copy 
of the form required for issues and forward onto Cllr Roberts.  

c) To receive an update on proposals to provide bollards at Shepherd’s Mead to address issues 
relating to inappropriate parking – the clerk reported that there had been a website enquiry 
from a resident raising concern over the reports of inappropriate parking. It was noted that the 
issues he had raised were the responsibility of Wiltshire Council. Cllr Coutts-Britton noted that 
the idea to install bollards had been replaced with the proposal for soft planting and asked 
that, in the future, matters to be raised be sent out prior to the meeting. He also asked for 
agenda items to focus on decision making. The clerk apologised for the wording of the 
agenda item, which she accepted was incorrect. Cllr Harris asked for proposals for 
neighbourhood watch signs in the village to be an item for the next agenda. 

 

16/2186 Playing Field  
The Chair reported that there was a consultation event to be held on Saturday 21st January 2017 n 
the Hall.  The existing plans for the young children’s play area on the existing plot and proposals for 
the linear trail along the southern edge of the field would be available. The clerk clarified that the 
options had been prepared by RAPID and would incorporate the feedback of the public consultation 
into a recommendation to the parish council for approval.  
 

16/2187 Notice boards  
The clerk reported on the quotations for the installation of notice boards and outlined the options 
available. Following debate it was agreed that members preferred the powder coated aluminum 
option and the clerk was asked to obtain comparative quotes and ascertain whether discounts were 
available for multiple orders.  



16/2188 Council Reports 
To receive reports from: 

a) The Chairman – the bulb planting had taken place.  
b) Members  

a.  Cllr Moody reported that the hall was not going to sell the land at the rear of the 
building but was going to proceed with the installation of a storage unit. It was noted 
that the carnival committee would be interested in any available storage. 

b. Cllr Roberts had spoken to South West Ambulance service regarding the defibrillator.  
It was agreed that they would be invited to the February meeting.  

c. Cllr Harris provided an update on the removal of weeds at the play area and noted it 
could not be carried out by RAPID and it was agreed to ask Mark Gunther to carry out 
this work.  It was confirmed that a representative from Vitaplay had agreed to carry out 
a health and safety inspection training session with members.  It was also confirmed 
that the clerk was now in a position to submit the application for the designation of the 
neighbourhood plan.  

d. Cllr Hutt spoke regarding issues with land ownership at the three fields past Alan 
Powell Lane. Cllr Page confirmed that the new land owners were farmers and 
intended to use the land for such.  He reported his understanding that there was no 
intent for building to be carried out on the land. Cllr Coutts-Britton reported that the 
entirety of the Firs to include Alan Powell Lane was the property of Dilton Marsh 
Parish Council and the entrance to the rear of the land was for pedestrians only. He 
referred to circulated information relating to a sale of land marketed by Cooper and 
Tanner and stated it was imperative to ascertain whether the parish council had 
allowed any vehicular access over its land.  Cllr Morland referred to the Land Registry 
documents, reporting the land was originally acquired by compulsory purchase. The 
land was not sold with rights across the Firs.  He confirmed that there was no 
paperwork to entitle anyone to any rights across the land in question. Cllr Coutts-
Britton suggested that a fence should be erected across the entrance to clarify 
ownership and access rights. It was agreed that the clerk would write to the new 
landowner to assert that the details stated in the particulars provided by Cooper and 
Tanner were inaccurate and the parish council wished to state for the record that there 
was no such right of access.  It was agreed that it was important to raise the same 
issue with the other resident who used the access. It was reported that a new gate 
had been erected and had been realigned, resulting in the removal of the barrier 
between the landowners gate and Alan Powell lane.  

c) The Clerk – it was reported that a resident had applied to be co-opted as a councillor but after 
discussion it was agreed to defer this given the ordinary elections were scheduled for May 
2017.  The clerk would contact the applicant accordingly and invite her to consider standing 
for election at the appropriate time.  
 

16/2189 Correspondence  
Wiltshire Council re: proposed diversion of footpath 15a – the map of the proposed diversion was 
tabled. Cllr Morland moved that an extension be sought until the next meeting as the map was 
difficult to work out and further investigation was needed.  It was proposed by Cllr Irving, seconded 
by Cllr Coutts- Britton and resolved (with Cllrs Morland and Moody voting against) that there was no 
objection to the proposal.  
 

16/2190 Meeting schedule  
The date and time of the next meeting was noted as Thursday 16 February 2017 at 7.30pm. 

 
There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.50 pm. 


