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Fairfield Farm College is a Specialist 
College for students with learning 
disabilities; it is a registered Charity, with 
residential, day and weekend courses. 
You can join the Vocational and 
Independence Training course when you 
are between 16 and 19 years old, but 
can join when older providing you have 
completed your course before your 
25th Birthday. 

We are situated in the village of Dilton 
Marsh in Wiltshire. Our 26-acre farm site 
includes well-resourced teaching and 
vocational learning areas, a student 
common room, conference room, café 
and a farm shop. We offer residential 
programmes delivered in our four houses 
in the village.

When you start at the College, you will 
take part in an induction course where 
you can try all of our subjects to help 
us develop a programme with you that 
meets your longer term aspirations.
This includes:

•  Independence Training and Personal,    
    Social and Health Education, (PSHE)
•  Vocational learning (engineering,    
    farming, horse studies, horticulture,  
    outdoor learning, art and design)

•  Communication, Literacy, Numeracy   
    and IT skills (embedded in all areas)
•  Work-based learning (café,        
    horticulture retail, catering, customer  
    care and office skills)
•  Regular external work experience,  
    initially with an appropriate level 
    of support
•  Advice and Guidance available from  
    our living and learning coach
•  Some students attend a part-time  
    course at another college to obtain  
    Literacy, Numeracy or vocational  
    qualifications

Fairfield Farm College is committed 
to promoting equality, eliminating 
discrimination and encouraging diversity 
amongst staff and students. For further 
information please ask for a copy of the 
college’s Equality and Diversity policy 
and related documents. We are graded 
Good by OFSTED. Inspection reports are 
available on the OFSTED website.

About Us

We provide our students with opportunities 
to learn new skills to prepare them for adult 
life, living and working in the community
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Vocational Learning

Engineering

The aim of the course is to develop 
practical skills in metalwork and basic 
vehicle maintenance. You will learn 
Health and Safety in the workshop.
The engineering department maintains 
college equipment. For example you 
will learn to wash and valet vehicles, 
repair sheep hurdles and maintain 
wheelbarrows.  

You will have the opportunity to work 
as part of a team on large projects like 
refurbishing a farm trailer, making a 
trailer for the mini-tractor or making a 
barbeque for one of the college houses. 
You will also be able to work on individual 
projects, such as make a CD rack, a 
candle holder or a project of your own 
design. 

You may learn to drive the mini-tractor 
and use it for a range of tasks on the 
college site. 

Qualifications 
Accredited by Ascentis
•  Checking and Maintaining Fluid       
    Levels on a Car - E3 
•  Washing a Car Exterior - E3 
•  Valeting a Car Interior - E3
•  Identification of Basic External and  
    Internal Car Parts - E3 
•  Checking and Maintaining Car Tyre  
    Pressures and Tread - E3

Non-accredited Vocational and 
Independence Training Awards (VITA’s) 
awarded at equivalent Entry Levels 1 to 3

Work Experience
•  Internal - working on real projects  
    around the college
•  External - working at Halfords, in a  
    garage or workshop

Progression Opportunities
•  Level 1 course at mainstream      
    college, if appropriate
•  Paid or supported employment or  
    voluntary work in a garage 
    or workshop
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The aim of the course is to learn about 
plants, how to grow them and Health 
and Safety in the garden. You will 
learn to sow seeds, prick out seedlings, 
identify parts of a plant, plant out, weed, 
feed, water and harvest a range of 
vegetables. 

You will help to plan what we grow in 
each plot and select produce to be sold 
in the farm shop as well as help maintain 
the gardens at the college houses.

You will learn to identify and use a range 
of hand tools as well as using a petrol 
mower and cultivator under supervision. 

Qualifications
Accredited by Ascentis:
•  Introduction to Garden Maintenance  
    Skills - E3 
•  Introduction to Propagation of       
    Plants - E3 
•  Introduction to Practical Floristry Skills - E3 
•  Developing Skills for Sowing and       
    Growing Plants - E3 
•  Developing an Awareness of Soil  
    Types and Garden Habitats - E3
•  Developing Skills for Using and      
    Maintaining Garden Tools - E3
•  Preparation for Production - E3 

Horticulture

Work Experience
•  Internal - growing plants to sell in  
    the college farm shop as well as for  
    planting in college house gardens. 
•  External - undertaking projects in  
    the community, including:     
    conservation work, working in a local  
    quarry, undertaking work experience  
    at Palmer Gardens (Shaw Trust)

Progression Opportunities
•  Level 1 course at mainstream      
    college, if appropriate
•  Paid or supported employment
    or voluntary work in a Garden     
    Centre or for a Gardener/     
    Landscaping Company  
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You will learn to look after animals and 
the land as well as Health and Safety on 
a farm. Sometimes you may see animals 
born. You will meet the vet and the sheep/
alpaca shearer and see them working.
You may learn to drive the college 
tractor, help with chain harrowing, rolling, 
haymaking, mending fences, hedging 
and ditching.

Qualifications
Accredited by Ascentis:
•  Developing Confidence Working with  
    Small Animals - E3 (Poultry)
Non-accredited Vocational and 
Independence Training Awards (VITA’s) 
awarded at equivalent Entry Levels 1 to 3
Work Experience
•  Internal - real projects around the farm  
    working with the Farm Assistant.
•  External - working on local sheep farm  
    assisting with tasks, caring for animals  
    at the Hope Nature Centre. Working at  
    Mole Valley Farmers

Progression Opportunities
•  Level 1 course at mainstream college,  
    if appropriate
•  Paid or supported employment or  
    voluntary work in an animal park or farm
•  Working in an agricultural retail outlet

Farming

You will learn stable management, horse 
riding and Health and Safety when 
dealing with horses.

You will learn to groom, muck out and 
feed the horses. You will learn to clean 
tack and find out about First Aid for 
horses. You will meet the vet and the 
farrier and see them working.

You will learn to ride the college horses in 
our outdoor arena. You may enter local 
horse shows and perhaps win a rosette!

Qualifications
•  Non-accredited Vocational and       
    Independence Training Awards (VITA’s)   
    awarded at equivalent Entry Levels 1 to 3

Work Experience
•  Internal - working on real projects  
    within the equestrian unit and/or riding,  
    preparing for and competing in local  
    horse shows, helping to organise the  
    college’s annual Horse (and Dog) Show
•  External - working at The White Horse  
    Equestrian Centre

Progression Opportunities
• Level 1 course at mainstream college, 
 if appropriate
•  Paid or supported employment or  
    voluntary work in an equestrian setting

Horse Studies
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  Art and Design 

You will explore art and artists from 
around the world. You will have the 
opportunity to undertake self-directed 
study within a chosen topic using 
different mediums. 

You will learn about the principles of 
colour theory and apply it to your work. 
Techniques such as water colour, pastel, 
clay work and collage will be covered.
There is an opportunity to display work to 
be viewed by the public. On completion 
of the course, you will have a folder full 
of your master pieces on the topics you 
have undertaken. 
 
Qualifications 
Accredited by Ascentis:
•  Exploring Art - E3
•  Colour, Theory and Design - E3

Work Experience
•  Internal - working on real projects on    
    college site, in college houses and  
    undertaking projects in the community  
    including exhibiting work alongside  
    other local artists

Progression Opportunities
•  Level 1 course at mainstream college,  
    if appropriate
•  Recreational courses, clubs and      
    activities

Outdoor Learning

You will find out about outdoor living 
through the activities we undertake on 
and off the farm. Within our outdoor 
learning sessions you will learn how to 
build shelters, make fires, forage for
foods and cook outdoors.

You will discover navigation techniques 
and visit a range of different 
environments in which to practice your 
new skills. You will learn about the safe 
use of a wide range of outdoor tools and 
equipment as well as the storage and 
maintenance of these items. Most of all 
you find a sense of self reliance and learn 
the importance of teamwork as well as
independent thinking and problem 
solving to achieve your goals. in the 
outdoors as well as being
able to call on these values and skills to 
other areas of your day to day life.

Qualifications
The skills learned in outdoor learning 
sessions can lead you on to our own 
Duke of Edinburgh awards programme. 

Progression opportunities
The personal development and 
confidence learned in the outdoor 
environment will be of use in
other areas of your day to day life such 
as future paid employment.
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Catering

In the college kitchen you will prepare 
lunch for everyone. You will help to make 
cakes, bread and other products that will 
be sold in the farm shop and café.

You will learn how to lay tables, use a 
range of kitchen equipment and prepare 
a variety of foods. You will learn about 
Health and Safety in the kitchen, working 
as a team and completing real tasks.

Qualifications
Accredited by Ascentis:
•  Developing Skills for the Workplace:  
    Looking and Acting the Part - E1 
•  Looking and Acting the Part in the  
    Work Place - E2 
•  Skills for Employability - E3 

Work Experience
•  Internal - preparing lunches, buffets  
    and catering for the college        
    conference venue as well as working  
    closely with college Café staff
•  External - Working in the kitchen and  
    serving customers at the Hope Nature  
    Centre Squirrels Tea Room

Progression Opportunities
•  Level 1 course at mainstream college,  
    if appropriate
•  Paid or supported employment or  
    voluntary work in a food outlet

Café 

When you work in the café you will learn 
about preparing food and food hygiene.
You will learn about Health and Safety 
in the kitchen, communication skills and 
customer care. 

You will serve behind the counter, take 
orders from customers, use the till, prepare 
food and drinks. You will learn to clear 
tables and use the dishwasher and gain 
an understanding of environmental 
health requirements for a business selling 
food to the public.

Qualifications
Accredited by Ascentis:
•  Serving Food and Drink - E3

Work Experience
•  Internal -  running day to day aspects  
    of the college café, preparing food  
    and drinks and serving customers
•  External - Working in the kitchen and  
    serving customers at the Hope Nature    
    Centre Squirrels Tea Room

Progression Opportunities
•  Level 1 course at mainstream college,  
    if appropriate
•  Paid or supported employment or        
     voluntary work in a Café, fast food  
    outlet or restaurant

Work-Based Learning
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Customer Care and Office Skills 

When you work in the college office skills 
area you will be the first point of contact 
for telephone enquiries and greeting 
visitors.
You will learn to answer the phone, 
use the computer, producing essential 
documents for the college such as letters 
and posters, you will then email or post 
them out to customers.

Work Experience
•  Internal – running day to day aspects  
    of the college reception and      
    providing administrative support to  
    college staff
•  External – office placements

Progression Opportunities
•  Level 1 course at mainstream college,  
    if appropriate
•  Paid or supported employment or  
    voluntary work in a reception, office or  
    administrative environment

Retail and Enterprise 

When you work in the college shop you 
will serve customers and look after plants. 
You will learn to order and price stock, 
check deliveries and use the scales and 
the till. 

You will learn about Health and Safety 
in the shop, communication skills and 
customer care. 

Work Experience
•  Internal - real working projects on the 
    college site, including growing plants  
    for selling through the college farm shop
•  External - Work experience at Palmer  
    Gardens (Shaw Trust)

Progression Opportunities
•  Paid or supported employment or     
    voluntary work in a Farm Shop, Garden  
    Centre or other retail outlet
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Independent Living 

You will follow an Independence Skills 
programme throughout your course. 
You will learn about safety in the home 
and healthy living. You will work on the 
college site, in the college houses and in 
the local community. 

Topics covered will include: personal 
care skills, laundry, household tasks, basic 
cookery and road crossing. Later you will 
learn to use public transport to access 
local shops and amenities, you will work 
on budgeting and cooking for yourself.

Qualifications
Accredited by Ascentis:
•  Home and Personal Safety Awareness - E3
•  Personal Care and Hygiene - E1
•  Personal Health - E2 
•  Introduction to Road Safety - E3
•  Accessing Public Transport - E3
•  Using Domestic Appliances - E2
•  Make a Simple Meal - E1

Non–accredited (for residential students) 
•  Social and Independence      
    Achievement Certificate 

Progression Opportunities
•  Undertaking this training prepares you  
    to become less reliant on support from  
    others, preparing you for adult life in  
    the community including supported/ 
    independent living, being able       
    to access the local community and  
    keeping yourself healthy and safe

Social Life

The college arranges a wide variety of 
educational and social trips as well a 
youth club, for all Fairfield Farm Students 
whether you are a day or residential 
student. 

The Student Council, which consists of all 
students and staff meets each Monday 
morning to exchange plans for the 
week’s extra-curricular activities. Regular 
off site activities include: Archway Club, 
church, discos, barbeques, museums, 
horse shows, exhibitions, countryside 
shows and visits to other farms. 
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Other Learning

Work Experience
Whilst you are at college you will have 
the opportunity to undertake a work 
experience placement (with support if 
you need it). You may work as part of 
a group on a conservation project at a 
local quarry or at a country park. 
You may go on weekly work placements 
to a café, a riding stables or garden 
centre. All places are flexible to meet 
individual needs

Advice and Guidance 
You will be supported to find out about 
opportunities that will be available to you in 
the future and plan your course at this college 
to help you to achieve your long-term goals. 
College staff will support you to plan your 
transition for after you leave Fairfield.

Personal, Social and Health 
Education (PSHE)
In your first term at college you will do the 
‘Rights and Responsibilities’ module of 
the personal development programme. 
Further modules will be undertaken 
throughout your course. The curriculum is 
designed to help to ensure that you are 
safe, happy and healthy.

Skills for Life
You will improve your communication, 
literacy, numeracy and IT skills as part of 
every subject in all areas of the college 
curriculum where you could achieve a 
qualification.

Courses at other colleges
Tutors at Fairfield may recommend that 
you take a part-time course at a local 
college that can lead to a qualification 
or help with transition.

Duke of Edinburgh Awards
You will have the opportunity to 
undertake the Duke of Edinburgh Award. 
This is a nationally recognised award that 
employers recognise. The award has 3 
main sections that you must take part in 
for 3-6 months: skills, physical activities 
and volunteering. You also undertake 
an expedition that includes camping 
overnight.

Therapies
The College can access Speech and 
Language as well as Occupational 
Therapy as required. The college has two 
part-time counsellors.
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Residential Learning (college)
If you are approved by your home Local 
Authority, full-time residential is available 
as part of your college programme. 
You will live in one of the college houses 
which is within a few minutes walk of the 
College site. You will develop initiative, 
manage your own safety and leisure time 
and develop your social skills.

You will learn about personal hygiene, 
money skills, household tasks, cooking, 
road crossing, independent travel, 
personal safety, managing medication 
and health needs. You will share 
household tasks and cooking meals. 

There is 24-hour support in each house, 
this includes sleep-in support. You will 
get to know the support workers based 
in your house very well. You will not 
be left alone in the houses until you 
have achieved your ‘Home Alone’ 
qualification.A member of staff always 
accompanies you until you have gained 
your ‘Road Crossing’ certificate. 

All college houses are registered Care 
Homes with the Care Quality Commission 
(CQC). They are inspected regularly and 
inspection reports are available on the 
CQC website.

Residential Living
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Independent Living Programme
Fairfield Farm Trust has developed a new 
programme to support young people 
with learning disabilities to transition to 
supported living.

The programme empowers young 
people with varied support needs to live 
as independently as possible. There are a 
range of flexible programmes both short 
and long-term that include support to:

• Learn to live in shared                  
 accommodation
• Progress to a supported 1-bedroom             
 flat
• Transition to long-term settings
• Manage free time
• Access  leisure activities
• Access work-based learning
• Access work experience
• Gain employment (paid/voluntary)

All staff are qualified and experienced 
with supporting young people in a safe 
way, whilst promoting individuals to 
achieve their personal goals.

Trust houses are registered Care Homes 
with the Care Quality Commission 
(CQC). They are inspected regularly and 
inspection reports are available on the 
CQC website.



Supported Internships
In addition to our full-time and residential 
programmes. We offer supported 
internships as a transition from college to 
full-time working. 

You will spend most of your time working 
within a company that offers the work 
that interests you. Staff from the college 
and Wiltshire Employment Support Team 
(WEST) will support you, helping you to 
settle in to your work placement. 

Short Breaks 
If you are aged between 16 and 24 
years and would like to learn to live 
independently, we offer flexible weekend  
and short breaks and respite to meet 
your needs. You can stay in one of our 
four houses and sometimes join existing 
residential students. Prices vary on length 
of stay.

Holiday Activities
We offer weekly workshops (including 
residential) through the holidays. These 
include: Dance, Art, Animal Care, Forest 
School and Gardening Club and many 
more.  

Holiday workshops are for 14 – 24 year 
olds. Parents / carers or support works 
can accompany students. 

Youth Club
The youth club is for young people 
aged between 14 and 24 years, to 
get together, have fun and make new 
friends. It is currently every Thursday in 
term time, 7 – 9pm. 
 
Come along and join the fun!

Partnership Working
We work with local schools and providers 
to offer a wide range of experiences 
from discreet courses, joining existing 
programmes and work experience as 
well as support to transition to college. 

Open Days
We have regular open days for you and 
your families, to come and look around 
and meet the students and staff. Please 
see the website for upcoming dates:
www.ffc.ac.uk or call 01373 823028.

We Also Offer...
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We are here for you and your family, to give 
every opportunity to use our wonderful 
facilities here at Fairfield Farm College.



Fairfield Farm College regrets 
that it is unable to offer places to 
young people who display really 
challenging behaviour which 
requires regular physical intervention. 
Staff at the college are unable to 
administer controlled medication.
(Staff are able to administer Buccal 
Midazolam).

What’s Next?

Please telephone the Admissions 
Manager Helen Beer on 01373 
866066 or email admissions@
fairfieldfarmcollege.ac.uk You 
will be asked questions about 
you, your skills and support needs

01
During the assessment you will 
follow a timetable that allows 
you to try all the activities on 
offer at the college.

04

We will then write to you to offer 
you a place or to explain why 
we feel that we would not be 
able to meet your needs.

05

The Education Funding Agency 
and Local Authority usually provides 
funding; SEND Lead workers, Social 
Workers and Personal Advisers can 
help with this. 

06

An informal visit can then 
be arranged to the College, 
where you can meet and see 
students at work.

02

If after this visit you think that this 
might be the right college for 
you, then you can apply for a 
place. You will need to fill out an 
application form and send it to us 
with information from your school 
and other professionals who you 
have worked with. College staff 
will read the information received 
and if the College feels it is able 
to fulfil your needs assessments will 
be arranged

03
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•  Living in semi-independent      
    accommodation
•  Working five days a week, with the  
    National Trust, at a poultry farm and  
    for a charity called Frame
•  Busy with activities

•  Living in supported accommodation 
•  Trainee at Shaw Trust Garden centre    
    four days per week
•  Meeting up with current and ex-     
    students in his spare time

•  Living in semi-independent       
    accommodation
•  Voluntary work five days a week
•  Busy in his spare time with swimming  
    and other community clubs
•  Planning a holiday to Spain with   
    housemates

•  Voluntary work four days a week
•  Using public transport independently    
    to go to work
•  In a relationship with another ex- 
    Fairfield student – off to France on  
    holiday together.
•  Moving into her own home with             
    three other young people

Charlotte Henderson

Luke Yaun

Kieran Topham

Gethin Williams

Our Past Students
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I found mainstream school very difficult – 
I left school and was not very confident 
and found it very difficult to speak to 
new people or to socialise. I visited 
Fairfield Farm College one day and 
thought I liked it, so my family supported 
me to apply for a place. I attended an 
assessment week, this was very difficult 
for me as I was not very confident and 
was worried it may be like school – it was 
not! I was lucky and got funding for a 
full time day placement at Fairfield Farm 
College.

At first at Fairfield Farm College I was 
very anxious, I did not speak much, and 
walked around with my head down, I 
had very low self-esteem. 
When I started the course I tried 
everything, I soon found out my favourite 
subjects and the ones I was best at, 
and wanted to be able to find work in 
when I was older. I started riding and 
looking after the college horses, doing 
engineering and catering and working in 
the college shop and café. 

When I was confident on the college 
site I started an off-site work experience, 
once I was used to this I went without 
college staff.
All of this increased my confidence 
and happiness hugely, I was able to lift 
my head, smile and made friends with 
students and staff – I began to feel really 
confident!

I have completed my Duke of Edinburgh 
Bronze and am now doing my Silver 
Award at Fairfield Farm College.

So much of what I am able to do now, 
and have achieved I once never 
thought possible – I am very proud of 
what I have achieved at Fairfield Farm 
College and am very grateful to the staff 
and students I have met and who have 
helped me.

As I come to the end of my course I am 
hoping to achieve great things in the 
future using the qualifications and skills I 
have gained at Fairfield Farm College.

I already have a paid job in the college 
café during the college holidays; I have 
a work experience placement during 
term time at a local riding stable. I have 
many qualifications in these areas and 
hope this combination will help me to 
get a paid job in the future.

Damian’s Story
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